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1 See Section 2 of this letter. 
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2 See Section 6 of this letter. 
3 See Section 3 of this letter. 
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4 See Section 5 of this letter. 
5 BLM. 2007.  Ely Proposed Resource Management Plan/Final Environmental Impact Statement.  Ely Field Office, 
NV.  Page 2.4-26. 
6 Letter dated June 24, 2009 from Steve Foree, Eastern Region Habitat Supervisor to Mr. Michael herder, Acting Ely 

District Manager.  See Appendix A. 
7 Letter dated September 1, 2009 from Kenneth Mayer, NDOW Director to Mr. Ron Wenker, BLM Nevada State 

Director.  See Appendix B. 



                    

!"#$"%&'(%&)*(+(,*-.+&/*0"%1*$2& & 3.,"&8 

Comments on the Draft Environmental Assessment for the Spring Valley Wind Project&
 

K"#;"%*/&/'&`)R,>&%*+&/Q$&:*/$#*%8&+:#$</:'*4&;"<Q&%;&!),&,%*"%8&dH_6J54&/'&K#'/$</&

/Q$&#$;'"#<$;&'(&/Q$;$&K"N8:<&8%*+;O&

&

5O !"#$/0).3(3)1($)=$5"#$29$-0#$31-,#?*-5#$5)$/0)5#75$5"#$(-<#$<0)*(#:&

&

YQ$&-#$%/$#&;%-$&-#'";$&:;&%&;K$<:$;&/Q%/&:;&<"##$*/81&N$:*-&$L%8"%/$+&N1&/Q$&\OSO&`:;Q&

%*+&@:8+8:($&S$#L:<$&UV`@SWX&#%*-$J[:+$&/'&+$/$#.:*$&:(&K#'/$</:'*&"*+$#&/Q$&7S>&:;&

#$]":#$+&('#&/Q$&;"#L:L%8&'(&/Q$&;K$<:$;O&&S$L$#%8&K$/:/:'*;&%*+&8%[;":/;&Q%L$&N$$*&(:8$+ 

/Q%/&%88$-$&;"<Q&K#'/$</:'*&:;&*$$+$+&%*+&K#'L:+$&%&[$%8/Q&'(&+%/%&/'&;"KK'#/&/Q$:#&

N$8:$(O&&F$L%+%&A'L$#*'#&0:.&A:NN'*;&$;/%N8:;Q$+&%&;/%/$&K'8:<1&:*&S$K/$.N$#&566H4&

Vr/'&K#$;$#L$&%*+&K#'/$</&;%-$J-#'";$&Q%N:/%/&[Q$*$L$#&K';;:N8$W4&:*&8:-Q/&'(&/Q$&N:#+f;&

:.K'#/%*<$&/'&/Q$&<:/:Z$*;&'(&/Q$&;/%/$&%*+&/Q$&.%-*:/"+$&'(&Q".%*&%*+&*%/"#%8&

+:;/"#N%*<$;&/'&;%-$&-#'";$&Q%N:/%/O
H

 

&& &

YQ$&;%-$&-#'";$&:;&%&;K$<:$;&/Q%/&Q%;&N$$*&:+$*/:(:$+&N1&/Q$&!),&F$L%+%&S/%/$&=((:<$&%;&

;$*;:/:L$&"*+$#&!),&,%*"%8&dH_6O5O&&YQ:;&+:#$</:'*&$;/%N8:;Q$;&/Q%/4&Vr/Q$&!),&;Q%88&

+$;:-*%/$&!"#$%"&;$*;:/:L$&;K$<:$;&%*+&:.K8$.$*/&.$%;"#$;&/'&<'*;$#L$&/Q$;$&;K$<:$;&

%*+&/Q$:#&Q%N:/%/;4&:*<8"+:*-&7S>&K#'K';$+&<#:/:<%8&Q%N:/%/4&/'&K#'.'/$&/Q$:#&<'*;$#L%/:'*&

%*+&#$+"<$&/Q$&8:e$8:Q''+&%*+&*$$+&('#&;"<Q&;K$<:$;&/'&N$&8:;/$+&K"#;"%*/&/'&/Q$&7S>OW&

&

S$</:'*&dH_6O5&CO&'*&:.K8$.$*/%/:'*&'(&/Q:;&+:#$</:'*&K#'L:+$;?&&

&

V=*&!),J%+.:*:;/$#$+&8%*+;4&/Q$&!),&;Q%88&.%*%-$&!"#$%"&;$*;:/:L$&;K$<:$;&

%*+&/Q$:#&Q%N:/%/;&/'&.:*:.:Z$&'#&$8:.:*%/$&/Q#$%/;&%(($</:*-&/Q$&;/%/";&'(&/Q$&

;K$<:$;&'#&/'&:.K#'L$&/Q$&<'*+:/:'*&'(&/Q$&;K$<:$;&Q%N:/%/4&N1?&

5O&7*;"#:*-&/Q%/&!),&%</:L:/:$;&%(($</:*-&!"#$%"&;$*;:/:L$&;K$<:$;&%#$&

<%##:$+&'"/&:*&%&[%1&/Q%/&:;&<'*;:;/$*/&[:/Q&:/;&'NT$</:L$;&('#&.%*%-:*-&/Q';$&

;K$<:$;&%*+&/Q$:#&Q%N:/%/;&%/&/Q$&%KK#'K#:%/$&;K%/:%8&;<%8$O&

_O&@'#e:*-&[:/Q&K%#/*$#;&%*+&;/%e$Q'8+$#;&/'&+$L$8'K&;K$<:$;J;K$<:(:<&'#&

$<';1;/$.JN%;$+&<'*;$#L%/:'*&;/#%/$-:$;O&

hO&C'*;:+$#:*-&$<';1;/$.&.%*%-$.$*/&%*+&/Q$&<'*;$#L%/:'*&'(&*%/:L$&

N:'+:L$#;:/1&/'&#$+"<$&/Q$&8:e$8:Q''+&/Q%/&%*1&*%/:L$&;K$<:$;&[:88&#$]":#$&!"#$%"&

;$*;:/:L$&;K$<:$;&;/%/";O&

HO&^&/Q$&%N;$*<$&'(&<'*;$#L%/:'*&;/#%/$-:$;4&:*<'#K'#%/$&N$;/&.%*%-$.$*/&

K#%</:<$;4&;/%*+%#+&'K$#%/:*-&K#'<$+"#$;4&<'*;$#L%/:'*&.$%;"#$;4&%*+&+$;:-*&

<#:/$#:%&/'&.:/:-%/$&;K$<:(:<&/Q#$%/;&/'&!"#$%"&;$*;:/:L$&;K$<:$;&+"#:*-&/Q$&

K8%**:*-&'(&%</:L:/:$;&%*+&K#'T$</;OW&

&

S%-$&-#'";$4&%;&/Q$&*%.$&:.K8:$;4&:;&<8';$81&%88:$+&%*+&+$K$*+$*/&'*&L%#:'";&;/%-$;&'(&

;%-$&N#";Q&+$L$8'K.$*/&('#&/Q$:#&8:($&;/%-$;&%*+&;"#L:L%8O&&A#'";$&%#$&('"*+&:*&+:(($#$*/&

;/%-$;&'(&;%-$N#";Q&+$L$8'K.$*/&+$K$*+:*-&"K'*&/Q$&;$%;'*&%*+&/Q$&*$$+;&'(&/Q$&

                                                
8 See: http://gov.state.nv.us/PressReleases/2008/PDF/2008-10-29-SageGrouseEO.pdf  . 

http://gov.state.nv.us/PressReleases/2008/PDF/2008-10-29-SageGrouseEO.pdf
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9 Doherty, Kevin E., David E. Naugle, Brett L. Walker, and Jon M. Graham. 2008. Greater sage-grouse winter 

habitat selection and energy development.  J. of Wildlife Management 72(1):187-195. 
10 Connelly, John W., Michael A. Schroeder, Alan R. Sands, and Clait E. Braun. 2000. Guidelines to manage sage 

grouse populations and their habitats. Wildlife Soc. Bull. 28(4):967-985. 
11 Becker, JM, CA Duberstein, JD Tagestad, and JL Downs. 2009. Sage-grouse and wind energy: biology, habits 

and potential effects of development.  Pacific Northwest National Laboratory, operated by Battelle, for the U.S. 
Department of Energy. Contract DE-AC05-76RL01830. 
12 EA, page 35. 
13 Becker et al, 2009. 
14 Becker et al, 2009. 
15 EA, page 20. 
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19 Connelly et al, 2000. 
20 Walker, Brett L., David E. Naugle, and Kevin E. Doherty. 2007.  Greater sage-grouse population response to 

energy development and habitat loss.  J. of Wildlife Management, 71(8):2644-2654. 
21 Personal communications with NDOW. 
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22 EA, page 30. 
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23 SWCA Environmental Consultants. 2009. Spring Valley Wind Power Generating Facility Final Preconstruction 

Survey Results Report. SWCA Project No. 13090. Page 41.  
24 Ibid, page 64. 
25 Sherwin, Richard E. 2009. A study of the use of Rose Guano Cave by Mexican free-tailed bats (Tadaarida 

brasiliensis). Unpublished.  
26 Ibid, page 25. 
27 SWCA, page 61. 
28 Ibid. 
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29 Ibid, page 65. 
30 Ibid, page 61. 
31 PEIS, page 5-71. 
32 EA, Appendix A. 



                    

!"#$"%&'(%&)*(+(,*-.+&/*0"%1*$2& & 3.,"&<4 

Comments on the Draft Environmental Assessment for the Spring Valley Wind Project&
 

! ,'#/%8:/1&;"#L$1;&;Q'"8+&N$&<'*+"</$+&('#&%/&8$%;/&/Q$&(:#;/&(:L$&1$%#;&'(&

'K$#%/:'*O&

&

_O !"#$/0#7)1(50*753)1$4)135)031<$)=$0-/5)0($G-($31(*==373#15:&

$

YQ$&K#'K'*$*/f;&<'*/#%</'#&;"#L$1$+&('#&#%K/'#;&'*<$&%&.'*/Q&UH&Q'"#;&%&+%1X&:*&,%#<Q4&

>K#:8&%*+&,%1&('#&;K#:*-&.:-#%/:'*&%*+&S$K/$.N$#4&=</'N$#&%*+&F'L$.N$#&('#&/Q$&(%88&

.:-#%/:'*4&%*+&$%<Q&'(&/Q#$$&'N;$#L%/:'*&K':*/;&[$#$&;"#L$1$+&'*<$&+"#:*-&$%<Q&

K$#:'+O
DD

&

&&YQ$&<'*/#%</'#&%//$.K/;&/'&-:L$*&/Q:;&%NN#$L:%/$+&;"#L$1&K#'/'<'8&%&;$*;$&'(&

8$-:/:.%<1&N1&;%1:*-&/Q%/&B%[e[%/<Q&^*/$#*%/:'*%8&UVB@^WX&;"#L$1&K#'<$+"#$;&%*+&

('#.;&[$#$&";$+O&&B@^f;&;"#L$1&K#'<$+"#$;&<%88&('#&;:E&+%1;&%&[$$e&'(&'N;$#L%/:'*;&'L$#&

%&K$#:'+&'(&[$$e;&+"#:*-&/Q$&%</:L$&.:-#%/:'*&K$#:'+O&&F'&;<:$*<$&:;&K#'L:+$+&/'&T";/:(1&

/Q$&8$-:/:.%<1&'#&L%8:+:/1&'(&;"#L$1:*-&'*81&'*<$&%&.'*/Q&('#&$:-Q/&Q'"#;4&*'#&%#$&/Q$#$&

%*1&$;/:.%/$;&'(&/Q$&;/%/:;/:<%8&K#$<:;:'*&'#&$##'#&-:L$*O&

YQ$&R7^S&'(($#;&#$<'..$*+%/:'*;&('#&:*<#$%;:*-&/Q$&<'.K%/:N:8:/1&'(&[:*+&+$L$8'K.$*/&

%*+&#%K/'#&*$$+;4&%*+&:*<8"+$;&/Q$&('88'[:*-&.$%;"#$;?&

! VP%K/'#&";$&'(&/Q$&K#'T$</&%#$%&;Q'"8+&N$&$L%8"%/$+4&%*+&/Q$&K#'T$</&;Q'"8+&N$&

+$;:-*$+&/'&.:*:.:Z$&'#&.:/:-%/$&/Q$&K'/$*/:%8&('#&#%K/'#&;/#:e$;O&873#153=37-++;$

03<)0)*(&#%K/'#&;"#L$1;&;Q'"8+&N$&<'*+"</$+b&/Q$&%.'"*/&%*+&$E/$*/&'(&N%;$8:*$&

+%/%&#$]":#$+&;Q'"8+&N$&+$/$#.:*$+&'*&%&K#'T$</J;K$<:(:<&N%;:;OW&U$.KQ%;:;&

%++$+X&

! VY"#N:*$&%##%1;&;Q'"8+&N$&<'*(:-"#$+&/'&.:*:.:Z$&%L:%*&.'#/%8:/1&U$O-O4&'#:$*/&

#'[;&'(&/"#N:*$;&K%#%88$8&/'&e*'[*&N:#+&.'L$.$*/;XOW&

! V>L':+&/Q$&$;/%N8:;Q.$*/&'(&Q%N:/%/&/Q%/&%//#%</;&Q:-Q&+$*;:/:$;&'(&K#$1&%*:.%8;&

";$+&N1&#%K/'#;OW&

! VY"N"8%#&;"KK'#/;&#%/Q$#&/Q%*&8%//:<$&;"KK'#/;&;Q'"8+&N$&";$+4&[:/Q&*'&$E/$#*%8&

8%++$#;&%*+&K8%/('#.;OW
D_

&

&

YQ$&7>&;$$.:*-81&L:'8%/$;&/Q$&(:#;/&K':*/O&&S:*<$&-''+&;"#L$1&+%/%&:;&8%<e:*-4&:/&:;&"*<8$%#&

[Q$/Q$#&'#&*'/&/Q$&;$<'*+&K':*/&:;&N$:*-&('88'[$+4&%8/Q'"-Q&/Q#'"-Q&'N;$#L%/:'*&'(&

.%K;&;Q'[:*-&/Q$&K#'T$</&%*+&/'K'-#%KQ:<&'#:$*/%/:'*&:/&%KK$%#;&/'&L:'8%/$&:/O&&YQ$&

:.K8$.$*/%/:'*&'(&.$%;"#$;&:*&/Q$&/Q:#+&K':*/&/'&#$+"<$&K#$1&K'K"8%/:'*;&%#$&*'/&

%++#$;;$+4&[Q:8$&:/&+'$;&%KK$%#&/Q$&('"#/Q&K':*/&:;&N$:*-&:.K8$.$*/$+O&

&

YQ$&!),&.";/&#$:*:/:%/$&%&;<:$*/:(:<%881&%*+&;/%/:;/:<%881&N%;$+&#%K/'#&;/"+1&%*+&"/:8:Z$&

/Q$&#$;"8/;&/'&#$+$(:*$&[Q$#$&/Q$&K#'T$</&:;&;:/$+&%*+&Q'[&:/&:;&+$;:-*$+O&&YQ$&!),&%8;'&

.";/&%++&+$;:-*&%*+&.:/:-%/:'*&.$%;"#$;&/'&#$+"<$&/Q$&K#$;$*<$&'(&#%K/'#&K#$1&;K$<:$;&

[:/Q:*&/Q$&[:*+&/"#N:*$&(:$8+O&&YQ$&:*<#$%;$+&8$*-/Q&'(&.'#/%8:/1&.'*:/'#:*-&;"--$;/$+&

('#&N%/;&[:88&%8;'&N$*$(:/&/Q$&.%*%-$.$*/&'(&#%K/'#&.'#/%8:/1O&

&

                                                
33 SWCA, page 6. 
34 PEIS, pages 5-64-65. 
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35 Nevada Natural Heritage. 2009. Animal and Plant At-Risk Tracking List.  Available at: 

&&YQ$&F$L%+%&!),&S/%/$&9:#$</'#&Q%;&K8%<$+&

http://heritage.nv.gov/sensanim.htm . 
36Committee for the High Desert, Western Watersheds Project and others. 2003.  A Petition for rules to List the 

Pygmy Rabbit Brachylagus idahoensis occurring in the coterminous Intermountain and Great Basin region as 

Threatened or Endangered Under the Endangered Species Act 16 USC 1531 seq.   
37 See: http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2008_register&docid=fr08ja08-21  

http://heritage.nv.gov/sensanim.htm
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2008_register&docid=fr08ja08-21
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38 See page 6 of this letter for a discussion of these protections. 

&

39 EA, page 37. 
40 EA, page 36. 
41 EA, page 37. 
42 Ibid, Committee for High Desert and others. 
43 Heady, L. T., K. I. Gabler and J. W. Laundre. 2001. Habitat selection by pygmy rabbits in southeast Idaho. BLM 

Technical Bulletin. No. 01-7. 
44 EA, page 52. 
45 Spring Valley Wind LLC. 2009.  Spring Valley Wind Facility Plan of Development.  Appendix B. 
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46 EA, page 13. 
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